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What is claimed is: 

1. A ixiefhod of intexpreting data ii^ut to aa dectro^ 
tttduding: 

5 leceiving movemeat data &om a moveable iixptit device, the movement data 

associated with a particular field of an electromc form; 

determining one or more possible variable of infonnation content in the movement 
data by stpplying at l^t one handwriting algorithm to the movement data; 

determining a preferred variable of die infinmation content by utilising at least one 
10 parameter associated wi& die particular fidd of the eleotiomcfinxii. 



2. A method of interpreting data hsptxk to an dectromc form-based data entry system, 
indudingi 

receiving movement data ftom a moveable input device, the movement dsH& 
1 S associated wiih a particular fidd of an electronic form; 

limiting the types of possible variables of infbrmaticni content in the movement 
data by utilisiog at least one paramiOter assodated with the particular field of the dectronio 
form; 

determining a preforred variable of Ifae information content, fiiom the limited types 
20> of possible variable of information content, in the movement data by flying at least one 
handwriting dgorilhm to the movement data. 

3. The method as claimed in dther claim 1 or 2, wherein determining the preforred 
variable of the infomiation content utilises a probai^ty value assigned to eac^ of foe 

25 possible variables of infomiation content 

4. The method as claimed in dth^ claim 1 or 2, wherdn detennining fhe preforred 
variable of the information content is performed contemporaneoudy with recdving foe 
movement data. 

30 

5. The method as claimed in any cme of the preceding claims, wherdn the moveable 
input device is a pen-like device. 
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. 6. The m^iod as claimed in any one of fhe preceding claims, wherein detaxndbing 
tile possible variables of infotmation content utilises stroke infinmalion contained within 
the movemeat data. 

5 7. The mefliod as dlaim^ in any one of the preceding claims* wherein£he particular . 
field of the electrooic form is associated widi a pre-defined dictionary of possible variables 
of tafbnnation contort, tike dictionary being used in determining the pre&Kxed variable of ' 
Hie infimnatioa content. 

10 8. Tl^e method as claimed in claim 7 wherein, certain entries in the dictionaiy are 
assigned a hi^ier probability of being die preferred variable of the infonnation ccmtent . 

9. The method as claimed in ei&er of claims 7 or 8. 'fit'taerein the particular field of the 
electronic fyrm is a name field and the dictionaxy includes an indication of gender 

15 associated with selected names. 

10. The method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the particular 
field of the electronic form is an address field having sub-fields arranged hieratcbically 
such that the prefixed variable of tiie infommtion conteatin a sub-fidd may be used to 

20 constrain possible variable of information contentin another sub-field. 

11. The method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, ^K^ierein the particular 
fi:^ of the dectFonic fium is a telephone number field and the possible variables of 
information content are constrained to includes only numerals. 

25 

12. The method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the particular 
fidd of the electronic form is a oedit card nximber field and the possible variable of 

. inlbrmaticm content are constrained to include only a fixed number of numerals, 6ie 
numerals being further verifiable by use of a checksum. 

30 

13. The method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the particular 
field of ibe electronic form fi'om the set including: 2ip/post code; country; date; email 
address; or language. 
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14. The method as claimed in foiy one of the precedtog claims, A^erein the electronic 
form is implCTiented using one of the standardized file fonnats: HTML, XML, PDF or 
XFonns. 



5 



15. The method as claUned in any one of Ihe preceding daims, i^faa^ a custom 



validation program is associated with the particular field of the eleotronic fbnn, the custom | 
validation program being executed based on detenmnation of a particular variable of Ihe 
information content. 1 

I 

16. The method as daimed in claim 15, Mvhorein tiie custom validation program is a , 
JavaScript program. > 

i 

17. Hie method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherdn a field mask is ' ! 
15 associated with the particular field of the electronic form, the field mask used to clieck that 1 

a possible variable of infoimation oontrait conforms witib a predefined string pattern. 

18. The m^hbd as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherdn a possible ^ 
variable of infoimation content is derived fiom a selection Est, or comibiaafion Hst, ! 

20 involving previously determined prefoed variables. . | 

19- The method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherdn the electronic 
form is a paper-based interfeoe iwovided with cod^ markings. 

i 

25 20. The method as claimed in claim 19, wherein the coded maridnga are a pattern of 
infiared maddngs. 

21. The method as claimed in a^y one of the preceding . claiins, wherein Ihe moveable 
input device is an optically imaging pen. 



30 



22. The method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein each electionic 
form is uniquely identified and stored on a network server. 
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23. A me&od of esiabling usera to eater iofbimHtion content into an dectnndc fonu- 
based data entiy syst^n, the method includhig the steps of: 

providing a user -with an electconic fonn, the electromc finsn having disposed 
thoein or thoeon coded data ii^cative of a paxticular field of the electronic fbim and of at 
5 l^ist one lefer^ce point of the dectronicfonn; 

receiving in a conqmter system indicating data from a sensing device, operated by 
the user, regarding the identity of the electronic fbnn and at least one of a position, and a 
movemexit of ^e sensing device relative to the electronic form; and, 

detennining a prefened value of the information content fiom the indicating data 
10 by utilising at l^utt one parameter associated with the particular fidd of the eiectFonic 
fixnn;' 

wheredn Has senshig device conqnises: 

(a) . an image sensor adapted to ca|>ture images of at least scmie of fbs coded 
data when tiie soising device is pltu^ed in an opocative position relative to the 

IS electroniG &ixm; and 

(b) a proc^sor adapted to: 

<i) identify at least some of the coded data fiom one or more of the 

c^tored images; 
(ii) decode at least some of the coded dat^ and 
20 0ii) gezierate the indicating data using at least some of the decoded 

coded data, 

24. The method as claimed in claim 23, wher&xi &e particular j&eld of the electronic 
form is associated with at least one zone of the electronic form, and the method includes 

25 identifying, in the computer system and fiom fhe at least one zone, the at least one 
jiaiameter. 
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